Surname 5

Name

Tutor

Course

Date

The Scuba Diving Community

The discourse diving community of scuba is an interesting group that has caught my attention for a period of time. Situated in the Los Angeles, United States of America, I created interest in their adverts when I was still young.  However, I knew nothing less about the same, and so I had to ask for more information f from my dad, who was an international diver. Dad was a mentored and trained by the scuba divers, and they are the reason as to whom he is today. This always encouraged me all the time I attended diving events held by scuba divers in the Pacific Ocean, either inside or outside Los Angeles.  Every time I watched as the scuba divers dived into the ocean, I started to form images in my mind, which encouraged me dive. I could assume that I was in the ocean, and at the fore front, diving and swimming to the deepest part of the oceans. I personally loved marine life, and so that was one of the key contributing factors of my love towards diving.
My father told me the secrets of a successful diver, and how divers relate, as a team to enhance success. All the time I accompanied him in the pacific for either practice or an event with his fellow scuba divers, he had something new to tell me. However, I once decided to interview him on the secrets behind successful diving; and here is what he had to say.
Son, panic is the worst enemy to most divers.  As any other form of recreation, diving calls for interest, concern and effort to bear positive fruits. It has been found out that 2-9 divers out of 100000 die in the water every year as result of panic. Therefore, one should have confidence, and create interest in diving. Lessons should be attended well without delays, since marine life is complicated. The lessons are as important as any other training since they make us understand the benefits of staying together as a team, during training, and the importance of diving. Everything has a purpose, and is done with the aim of achievement. Therefore, we have to set a specific goal which we must achieve at the end of the day.

However, not all divers have the ability to compete in the diving competitions. Some opt to stay away or avoid the competitions, since they dive for recreation purposes. Others feel that they are not fit enough to be part and parcel of a competition. This is usually a good choice in life, since diving is not the only way to live. There are a lot of things to do in this world, and one should not sacrifice his life for minor diving event. 

There are gifts for the best divers at scuba. They award the winners, but also give free t-shirts to all members, since being a member is a privilege.  They also travel and visit other divers from outside the world, to interact and eliminate the boredom caused in a specific spot. The interaction calls for the borrowing of new skills, such as communicating through hand gestures while in the ocean. Every community has different gestures, which make it unique, compared to other communities. This improves ways of communication, since successful diving calls for skills.
 
Hand gestures include the “OK” hand signal. This signal is made up by joining the thumb and index figures to form a loop and extending the third, fourth and fifth fingers. The signal is used as both a question and a response. When a diver signals another diver using this gesture, the respondent should answer using the same signal if everything is fine.
The second gesture is that of thumps up. Unlike the it is ‘OK’ meaning in the common language, it means that the dive has come to an end. This signal often used in the daily lives of the divers, since there must be an end of a dive whenever it begins. However, there are other times when divers are allowed to end the dive. According to the scuba diving rules and regulations any diver is authorized to terminate a dive at any point. This gives the divers freedom to reach their comfort level, and not exceed beyond their ability which is termed as forced dive. The signal is replied at a similar manner by the leader, to confirm that he or she has been understood.
The thumb down is another signal, which indicates that all divers are prepared to begin a five-point –descent. It indicates that all divers are ready to go deeper. It should not be confused with the ‘NOT OK” signal, which is indicated by thumps up.

Holding the chest is another signal which signifies that one is out of air. This signal used by the divers indicates that one is running out of breathing air, which is an essential to all divers.

 
As a result of advanced technology, all forms of communication are applicable and used by the scuba divers to communicate. They schedule important events using emails, and inform the public on important events such as competitions using newsletters. The members also consult using text messages and calls. International or rather national information is written in form of reports, for formal purposes. All these forms of modern communication are made to improve performance, and to enhance understanding. Reports are also used to share research, and newsletters are also a form of making money. Text messages can be considered genres compared to all other forms of communication, since it is faster, and every member can understand.

There are classes which newcomers are taught. They must attend these classes before they become active members of the scuba diving community. These classes are important since they teach the newcomers the theory part of diving, as introduction to diving, before getting further to practical, which is slightly simple to understand with the basic knowledge got from class. The old timers with expertise are the trainers, and those who are past close supervision (Morgan & William P pg 400). They can go out for practice on their own, since they know how to control themselves and acting responsibly without close supervision. Newcomers with less expertise are the recruits, who are still under training, both in class and through practice. These newcomers are always under close supervision, since they are often prone to accidents, as a result of frequent repeated mistakes. In scuba community, all participants can write and speak well, since all kinds of languages are used. Some of the newcomers tend to have difficulties in understanding, not writing or speaking, scuba community however ensures that everything is right before taking the newcomers out for practical classes.
 Cooperation amongst the scuba divers is one of the things that I found interesting in diving. There is no way one can move alone, without the assistance of others. Diving is therefore a team work, which calls for unity, obedience, discipline and cooperation. This enables the other divers to spot a problem and resolve it before it reaches the authority, thus creating love amongst the divers. Team work also encourages the weak participants who later become strong and even do the activity better than the trainers. Diving is a choice, but one has to create interest first.
Works cited

Morgan, William P. "Anxiety and panic in recreational scuba divers." Sports Medicine 20.6 (1995): 398-421.
Swales, John. "The concept of discourse community." Genre analysis: English in academic and research settings (1990): 21-32.

